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Relationships: How We Treat Others, Pt.3

Bringing Strength to Relationships: Here is the fundamental problem most people have with relationships: they come to relationship
needing something. They come to relationships to get instead of give. This isn’t how relationship is done in the kingdom: Remember the
words of the Lord Jesus, how He himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35

The critical misconception is this: that we can’t actually have our needs met by God. Many of us know in our heads that God should be able
to meet all our needs, but we don’t walk in the reality of that by faith, so our experience is that God isn’t meeting all our needs. We turn to
our relationships to meet whatever needs we don’t see God fulfilling in our lives.

This isn’t the way it should be! We can walk by faith in the reality that God really does meet all our needs; in that case, when we come to
relationships, we come from a place of strength instead of weakness. Relationship is now about you instead of me. It is now about what |
can bring and give to you rather than what you can do for me. Because of this, we can come to relationship always from a place of
strength. If my main motivator in relationship is to bless you because I’'m already fulfilled, then your response to me can’t be a threat. It
doesn’t matter whether you are responding or reacting; neither affects me. I’'m covered either way by my identity being in Christ.

This is the way that Jesus did relationship. Jesus never lost touch with who He was or His completeness in the Father because of the ac-
tions of those around him. He at times had the worst possible circumstances (being betrayed by one of your disciples to be killed in an ex-
tremely painful way comes to mind), but never let His circumstances control His inner state. He always chose to respond out of who He
was instead.

Our Motivation in Relationships: If we choose not to control or scare people into doing what we’d like for them, what does that mean in

terms of working with others through disagreement? How can | get what | want?

In short, the answer is you can’t, or rather that you never could in the first place. What happens is a paradigm shifts in our relationships.
What happens when we operate from a paradigm of control or fear is that we trade in on the relationship for the behavior we want. | am
willing to do wrong by our relationship in order to get the behavior from you that | want. | am willing to raise my voice at you or threaten
to isolate myself from you in order to get you to do the dishes, mow the lawn, or whatever else I’'m trying to convince you to do. In the
process, I’'m sinning against our relationship to bring about behavior.

The paradigm shift is that we now decide that no behavior is worth trading in on the relationship. Our relationship is more valuable to me
than anything I'd like you to do or believe, and so your behavior becomes a secondary issue. Now we need to learn to address behavior
without sacrificing the relationship in the process. This requires needing to use a new set of tools for doing relationship.

The motivation we use now is love rather than fear. Our appeal is not based on trying to scare someone into doing something, but rather a
clear communication of our desire or need and expecting the person to respect the relationship. It is their choice whether they choose to
do what we would like them to. Clearly some choices will affect the relationship we have in negative ways and others in positive ways, but
the choice is up to them.

Now, of course, this can be pushed too far. I’'m not saying we should deliver the person a relational ultimatum. What |I’'m saying is we make
clear that some choices will hurt us. We choose to love them regardless of the choice they make, but make clear the choice they make may
affect the quality of the relationship because it isn’t possible to maintain intimacy with someone who doesn’t care if they hurt the other
person(s).

There is a much more dangerous form of relating. It leads to the type of relationship in which people can hurt you deeply, but it also devel-
ops the soil in which people may grow. It is the way God relates to us. God never tries to manipulate but always reveals His heart and in-
vites us into what He has for us. Jesus stands at the door and knocks; He doesn’t guilt us into letting Him in. Likewise, we choose to make
ourselves vulnerable to others in order to not compromise their freedom. Will it result in not getting what we’d like all the time? Probably.
God doesn’t get what He wants all the time either, but He doesn’t change His approach to relationships. Likewise, we will do well if we
settle in our minds that the ends never justify the means in relationships. It’s not okay to use sinful means to get positive ends.

| will end with this, the Apostle Paul was motivated by his love for Jesus and empowered by The Holy Spirit in order to secure relationships
with people for the cause of Christ. He wrote, “We who are strong must be considerate of others. We must not just please ourselves. We
should help others do what is right and build them up in the Lord, For even Christ didn’t live to please himself,” Romans15:1-3.



Update: New Dorm & Classroom

This year we have asked for contributors to give financially to our New Dorm & Classroom Project. Thank you, for all who
gave. We are happy to report that the items listed previously in our monthly Newsletters have been met, Hallelujah, Thank
You Lord!! We still however have important items that must be purchased for our student rooms and new classroom. These
items are furniture & electronics. Please ask The Lord about what you can do to help purchase these important items. For the
bedrooms, the items are: Bunk Beds. For the classroom the items are: tables, chairs & electronic equipment for teaching
(sound system, screen & projector). Again, Debbie & I are very thankful for having such awesome brothers & sisters in
Christ, who see the fruit of what Jesus is doing at Shiloh and sow into it. We are enriched, blessed & encourage by you!

We love all of you, blessings multiplied & have a joy filled Christmas ( Jesus is The Reason for celebrating the season!!).

Rocky & Debbie Fondren
(Shiloh Ministries is recognized by the IRS as a 501c3 charitable organization. All financial gifts are tax deductible at the end of the year)

Graduates Testimony

My name is Jeremy White. I am 21 years old and I am from Baytown, TX. As you are read-

ing this I pray that you do not become influenced by my past, but you become influenced

by the mighty power of God. I had a normal childhood with family, friends, school, and
sports. My family and I went to church when I was six and seven years old, then one day

we just stopped going. I was introduced to pornography when I was 10 years old, and that
caused a lot of damage in my head. Growing up, I knew right from wrong, and I always
chose to do wrong because of my sinful nature. I felt different and thought I didn’t deserve

to have a family who loved me. I was introduced to drugs at the age of 13. I was caught by

my parents multiple times, but I would just come up with a better way to try and hide my
addiction. I played golf in high school and received a scholarship to play golf at William
Penn University. I thought my addiction would stop by the time I got to college, but my h.
addiction grew. Finally, after two years in college, I forced myself to go home and try to
get my life back in order. But I returned to my original addiction and it grew. I knew I was
going nowhere in life and I wanted out. Not having the courage to take my own life, I put
myself in situations where someone else could take my life instead. But through God’s
mighty protection, He led me to Shiloh Ministries. I decided to listen and give God a
chance. Through signs, healings, miracles, and wonders, God began to show me what my
true purpose in life is. It was through the one year at Shiloh I began to experience His tan-
gible presence thru the indwelling power of The Holy Spirit. As I surrendered to His will, He placed in me such love for peo-
ple, His greatest asset. After graduation I became a missionary and just recently returned from the Nation of Morocco. I
continue to be amazed what He is revealing to me about my future. I thank God for Shiloh Ministries and all of you who
support this great ministry of transformation. I am a life redeemed by His Amazing Grace
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